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\ To Oranye) Va 


A That bo of Pay Church of Chriſt in 

- | London, of which the Reverend 
Mr. RICHARD :MATO was lately 
Paſtor. * 


Beloved in our-Lord ; 


Here pref eſent you with the following Sermon, which T 
['* jak with a kind and favourable Recep- 
_ You. Indeed a ſtately Monument ſhewing 

- .the Baca j of the Work-man that ere&ed it, as well 
as of him that is encloſed in it, is neceſſary to invite and 
gratify the curioſity of a Stranger, But any little 
thing, though ſo mean in it ſelf that it cannot challenge 
any regard upon its own account, yet is wont to have 
Depana value & Airy it, becauſe 'tis the Memorial of a. 


Sp to you wherem both of us ſtood ; the 
Hh Re you ſo juſtly bad for him ; the great kind- 
you bave ſhewn me for ſo many Tears, together with 
th of eres; one of ſo unanimouſly fixing me in his 
room fince bis Deceaſe, do not only juſtify, but alſo com- 
mand this my preſens Dedication; 
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1 ſhall now more than ever need your Remembrance of 
me at the Throne of Grace, in order. to the diſcharge of the 
great Truſt committed to me with Faithfulneſs and Succeſs, 
ſo that none of you 'may want aCrown of "Glory, For 1 

: Thell.2. one of Rejoycing. in the preſence'of ouxiLord Jeſus 

'9* Chriſt at his coming ; akich: ſha by ithe daily 
Prayer and faithful Endeavour of him *Þbors; -01 many 
accounts, with great Sincerity and Aﬀettion 


Yours to ſerve You. + ©; L3v0l-G 


Tn the Work of the:Goſpdl. ;: 
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We are confident , I ſay, and willing rather 
to be abſent from the body, and to be pre- 
ſent with the Lord. | 


N that Prophecy of our Bleſſed SavidWftecorded by 
the Evangeliſt — ſome black and terrible Luke r5. 
Day, which ſome underſtand of the approaching 3+: 35- 

ruin of the Jewiſh State, and others apply to the wil? 

ſolution of the World ; among other things we are 

told, That two Mex ſhall be ix the ſame field; two Perſons 

in one and the ſamgged, the one ſhall be taken, the other ſhall 
be ft. Somewhat like this the Sovereign diſcriminating 

Providence of God hath lately done among you. Nor 

long lince Two Perſons were working in this part of God's 

Field: A few days ago there were Two that were wont 

to ſtand in' the ſame Pulpit; the anprofitable Servant in- 

deed is /eft, but Alas! the very YValaable one is taken, The 
firſt remarkable ſtroke that was given him, was i» this 
very Place, and in. the midſt of his Work; and the 
change that it made in his Countenance, and thereupon in 
many of yours, you cannot but remember. Death pur- 
ſued the Blow that made the ſtrong and fruitful Tree to - 
ſhake, till at laſt it fell ro the Ground. And now, if 
like the Sons of the Props we ſhould ſeek our Eljah,' 
it would be in vain;_ for he is 4/cended. *Tis to no 


purpoſe to enquire for him at his own home , for he is 
; B abſenx 
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abſent from his Family. Tis a vain thing to ſearch the 
houſes of any of his People for him, for he is abſent 
from his Flock. It would be loſt labour to ſeek him any 
where here below, for he is ab/ent from the Body too, and 
preſent with the Lord, Our time and pains will be far bet- 
ter employed in ſeeking afcer ſome portion of the ſame 
Spirit that reſted on him, that ſo we who have ſo lately 
followed. him to his Grave, and muſt ere long do fo in 
another ſenſe, may- follow. him to Heaven tao. For. the 
hour of our.deceaſe will come ; whether we are wiling or 
no; we alſg'maſt cre long be ab/ext from the Body; and 1 
wiſh our being preſent with the Lord, were but as ſure as 
_ that is, For-conld we but ſay upon good grounds with 
our Apoſtle and his Brethren, that we are confident of this ; 
we ſhould not ſtop there, but be able to go on to the end 
of the Text, and add, we are willing rather to be abſent from 
the one, -and pre/enz with the other. 


In which words you have theſe th arts. | 

x. One of the true Notions of Death. *Tis a .being 
abſent fromthe Bay. | 

2. What immediately follows upon it to a holy Soul. 
He ſhall thereupon be.in Heaven ; which the Apoſtle des, 
ſcribes by one of the greateſt Privileges of it ,. being pre- 
ſent with the Lord; "Tis the Lord Jeſus Chriſt he here 
means, For of him is this word Lord uſed in the New 
Teſtament, as peculiarly belonging to him. And in other 
parallel places the Apoſtle deſcribes the happineſs of Hea- 


Phil.r.23. ven by our being with Chriſt, and being for. ever with the 
1 Theſſ.4. 7,ox4; where the Context plainly ſhews:, that Chriſt is 


meant ; for 'tis that Lord that ſhall deſcend from Heaven 
with a ſhout, and whom they that remain alive to that 
day ſhall be caught up to meet in the Air. - And ſo our 
Saviour himſelf -was wont to deſcribe Heaven, Where 1 
ay 
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am, there ſhall my ſervant be alſo. And, I nill receive you to John 12. 
my [c1f, that where I am, there ye may be al[9. oy : 

3. The frame of his Spiric, and of other holy Men like ;. © * 
him, in reference to Death on this account. We are ton- 
fident, I ſay, and willing rather to b: abſent from the body , 

. and be preſent with the Lord. | 
I ſay ; Theſe words are not 1n the Original, but are well 
ut in by our Tranſlators. The Apoſtle had ſaid this be- 
ore, v, 6, And after the interpoſition of a ſhort Paren- 
theſis, v. 7. For we walk by faith, and not by ſizht, he here 
repeats it, leſt any ſhould ſuſpe& that theſe great words 
had haſtily dropp'd from. him. He- intimates hereby thar 
he had well-weigh'd the Point, and that this was indeed 
the ſettled temper of his Soul. 

We are confident ; i.e. we are well aſſured of Heaven; 
or, we are full of holy Courage to venture on all dangers 
that lye in the way of our Duty, and are able to look even 
Death it ſelf in the face, without the leaſt degree of fear. 

We ge willing. We do acquieſce in and approve of, as the #:+7,4, 
word ſignifies, We are willing rather. We have a natu- 
ral Inclination to continue in this Body ; but yet this is 
over-ruled by Reaſon and Grace to that degree, that of 
the two we like this better, to lay down theſe our Earthly 
Tabernacles, as knowing the advantage we ſhall receive 
© thereupon by being immediately introduced into the bleſſed 
Preſence of Chriſt above. 


- From the words thus open'd, many DoQrines might be 
raiſed ; but I ſhall confine my elf to theſe two. 


- I. *Tis a moſt deſirable thing to a holy Soul to be preſent with 
Chriſt in Heaven. 

II, 'T'is poſſible for a holy Perſon to be willing to dye, rather 

than live any longer, that be may be with him there. | 


B z I. *Tis 
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I. *Tis 4 moſt deſirable thing to a holy Soul to be preſent with 
Chriſt in Heaven. 

In ſpeaking "to this Point, I ſhall ſhew you on what 
accounts it is ſo. Only I muſt premiſe, That my Text 
confines me to treat of our being with him only in that 
intermediate ſpace of time between the hour of a Chriſti- 
an's Death, and the Day of the ReſurreQion ; being pre- 
ſent with him while we are ab/eat mow the Body. For tho 
indeed we ſhall be with him to all Eternity, yet we ſhall 
behold. him in other kind of Circumſtances as to /ome par- 


ticulars ; when the ex of all things is come, his interceffion 


is over, and the Kjngdow ſball be delivered up to the Father, 


and the Sox himſelf ſhall be ſubjef# to him, that God may be 
all in all. I am therefore to diſcourſe of the preſence of 


holy Souls with Chriſt above to the end of the World. And 


how very deſirable that is to them, will appear by a 


' threefold conſideration. 


x. Of the Perſon they ſhall then be preſent withe' 

2. The State he is in, and what ſhall be manifeſted 
concerning him there. 

3- The Circumſtances which they themſelyes ſhall then 
be 10; 


1, The Per/op they ſhall then be prefent withz our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. For conſider how glorious he is in him 
ſelf, how exceeding gracious he hath been to®them, and 
how great a one in their thoughts. He 1s the King of 
kings, and the Lord of lords, the firſt and the laft, the 
brightneſs of his Father's Glory, and the expreſs image 
of his Perſon, by and for whom all. things were created; 


- and who my all things by the word of his Power. 


Their Prophet, Prieſt and King ; their Sacrifite, Recon- 
ciler and Advocate ; their Peace and Hope; their = 
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and Head; their way to the Father, the Saviour, the Shep- 
' herd and Biſhop of their Souls ; made to them of God, 
Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, SanQification and Redemption. 
Without whom they could do nothing, through whoſe 
 trengthaing of them they could do all things. From whom 
they have received all habicual, and all ſupplies of aftual 
Grace, and Peace, and Comfort in every time of need : 
Through whom their Sins are pardoned, their Tempta- 
tions conquer'd, their Fears ſcatter*d, their Sorrows re- 
mov?d, theis-Souls quickned, their Trials ſanQtifed, and 
who in all their wandrings through the howling Wilder- 
neſs hath been a Pillar of Cloud to defend them from the 
ſcorching heat of the Day,and of Fire wan them through 
the darkneſs of the Night. The bleſſed Jeſus on whom. 
they have believed, having committed their Souls to him, 
and laid the whole weight and ſtreſs of their Salvation: 
upon him z whom they love more than their neareſt Re- 
lations,or their own Lives ;in whom they rejoice, having no. 
confidence in the Fleſh ; whom they(have ſerved, to whom 
they have-lived ; Fellowſhip and Communion with whom 
they have breathed after, and a little taſte whereof hath. 
been ſweeter to them than Wine; who is precious to their 
Souls, the chiefeſt of ten thoufands, fairer than all the. 
Children of Men, whoſe very name hath carried with ir 
the ſavour of Life, - What would not a dilconfolate Widow 
give to enjoy againthe ſweet converſe of a Husbang that was. 
the delight of her Eyes! And a mournful People tg ſee and 
hear again their dear and juſtly-beloved Paſtor! Oh what 
raviſhing tranſports will be in the Faithful, when they 
ſhall be introduced into the preſence of that Jeſus who. 
ſtood in the ſame Relations, and filled them up far better 
- than any meer Creature was ever capable of; eſpecially con- 
 ſidering they ſhall ſee him not in a low condition, but in 
ſuch circumſtances as they delire to behold him in, Which 


leads to, 2, The. 
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2. The ſtate that Chriſt .is in above, and the manifeſta- 
tions of him there, He is there without that Veil, and 
thoſe Eclipfes which were here cauſed by his finleſs Infir- 
mities in the Days of his fleſh. For conſider, | 
+1. The glory of his humane Nature above, That Body 
of his which endured Hunger, Thirſt, and Wearineſs, was 
Spit on, Buffeted, Scourged, and Broken for them, lifted 
up on the Croſs, and caft into the Grave, is now made 
-Immortal and Spiritual ; and difters as much from what it 
zonce was, as a Diamond when it is rough, and after it 
-hath paſt through the Hands of the skilful Artiſt, ſetting 
off its native Beauty and Luſtre to the greateſt advan- 
:tage. It now out-ſhines the Sug in his Meridian bright- 
.neſs : For ſo ſhall the Bodies of his Saints do at the laſt 
Day, which yet mult be much inferior to his, he being the 
Exemplar and Patern to which theirs ſhall be conform'd, 
but yet fall far ſhort of u, that in all things he may have 
the pre-eminence. All the Members, Senſes, and Faculties 
of it are every way ſuited to all the purpoſes and pleaſures 
of his Holy Soul: And all the Powers of that Soul of his 
_ exquiſitely fitted for that noble Work and high Honour to 
which his Father hath advanced him; and invigorated by 
the .conſtant and unlimited influences of the indwelling 
Deity pouring it ſelf into, and in a moſt ineffable manner 
diſcovering its own glorious Excellencies through the Man 
Chriſt Jeſus,--to the everlaſting Admiration of all 'the In- 

habitanrs of Heaven. Wn 

2. The manifeſtation of his Deity, Unity with the Father, 
and myſtical union with his Brethren. His God-head la 
hid and obſcured for a ſeaſon. when he emptied himſelf, 
making himſelf of no Reputation, taking on him the form 
'of a Servant, and enduring the puniſhment of a Slave. 
The ſpeedy diſcovery of, it therefore he prays for when he 
was going out of the World; at leaſt this is one thing 
intended 
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intended in thoſe words, And now, O Father, glorify thou John 17. 
me with thine own ſelf with the glory which 1 had with thee be- * 
fore the World was. For this glory he had with the Father 
from all Eternity, to be with him in the form of God. And 
tis as if he had ſaid, this hath now been hid by the poverty 
of my life for many Years, and will further b2 ſo by my 
iIpeedy ſuffering ſo ſhameful a Death. Bur O Father, make 
it fully known that T am not what the moſt have hitherto 
judged me fo be,a meer Man, but truly and really God, even 
the ſame God with thy ſelf. 

And he himſelf told his Diſciples, I» that day ye ſpall know John 14. 
that I amiin the Father ; and yo in me, and I in you. Some 
underſtand it of the day of his ReſurreQion; others, of 
the time when the Holy Ghoſt was poured forth. But how 
ſmall a portion of theſe deep Myſteries did they then know, 
in compariſon of what they in Heaven underſtand, where 
Knowledge is perfeQ ? The better underſtanding of them 
is reſerved for us as one of the Priviledges of the State a- 
bove : And it were well Men were willing to wait for 
; | - it till they come thither,- and would forbear reaching after 
| this Fruit which hangs too high for them in their preſent 
| State, till they /rain themſelves, and it may be tumble into 
the Ditch. Theſe great things of God partly through the 
craft of Satan and his Inſtruments, and partly through the 
darkneſs and unbelief of their own Spirits, the þbeſt are 
ſometimes apt to ſtagger at ; but yet becauſe they are-laid 
down ia the Scriptures, they humbly adore and receive 
| with the Obedience of Faith. It cannot but ſhed a migh- 
ty pleaſure throughout the Souls of the Bleſſed, when they 
ſball ſee them difplayed in ſuch an illuſtrious. manner be- 
| fore them, as —_— to have an uneaſy thought, like 
4 a Thorn in their Minds, about them. 


io 3. His glorious work of Rea:mption ſhall then be much ' 
better underſtood, The breadth and 1:ogeb, the: depth 
| and 
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- and height of the love of Chriſt, and the glory of Divine 


Wiſdom, Power, Holineſs, Juſtice, Goodneſs, Mercy and 
Grace manifeſted herein, is that which they are ny dy- 
ing of; their Souls do live upon, and are refreſhed by, 
Theſe things we ſee now through a glaſs darkly, What things 
doth the Apoſtle mean? The fame things that they aid 
prophecy about ; viz. Chriſt and him crucified, We lee theſe now 
as a Man doth thoſe objetts that are at a great diſtance 
through a PerſpeQive-glaſs, which he hath but a ſmall 
elimple of, They are obſcure ina great meaſure to us, as 
Truths wrapt up in a Riddle : Bur then we ſhall know 
them face to face, have ſuch a knowledge of thenv as two 


perſons have of one another that ſteadily view each others 


faces : Now we know but in part, but then ſhall we know even 
as alſo we are known. 

4. The views they ſhall have of his Izterceſion for all 
Saints. This is a part of that Honour and Office to which 
the Father hath called, and thereby g/crified him. To per- 
ceive how near an acceſs he hath to God, being now within 
the Veil, how high his deſigns are, how powerful his claims, 
how acceptable his ſuit, how great an 1atereſt he hath in 


him, how faithfully he doth improve it in the behalf of his | 


and their Brethren, how fervently he doth plead their cauſe, 
recommend their perſons and ſervices, procure their re- 
newed pardon and continual ſupplies of Grace and Strength 
for the carrying them through the ſame or the like temp- 
rations, doubts, diſtreſſes and dangers, wherewith they 


themſelves had been exerciſed here below;and how effeRtual- | 


ly he takes care of their eternal Salvation. The beholding all 
this cannot but be highly grateful and pleaſing to thoſe 
Holy departed Souls, that have ſo high a concern for the 
glory of God, and the welfare of thelf Brethren that are 
left behind;them, expoſed to ſo many ſtorms which them- 
ſelves have ſo happily eſcaped, Eſpecially w_—_— this 

| urther, 


Pay, a 5 th) fd #7 A mw wo, «. %s « _ 


_ SS Amo / cx Mt. Aa tt. "—” __ FRY 


RR 


IEY — — — 


A Funeral Sermon. | 


further, that the tendern-fs of Chriſt towards their Bre- 
thren which they there tebold,. cannot but create in them 
a _— and lively Senſe of the incomparable Kindneſs 
and Compaſſion which he formerly ſhewed to themſelves 
when in the ſame ſtraits. In what he doth for. them, as in 
a Glaſs, they ſee how near they lay to his Heart, and in 
woe a manner he appeared in -the preſence of God for 
them. 

5. That univeeſal Kzngly Pover that he. is inſtated in. 
This is a part of that Glory that Chriſt means in that Peti- 


tion of his, that runs in a very peculiar ſtrain : Father I will, John 17. 


that they alſo whom thou haſt given me, be with me where I am, 
that they may behold my glory which thou haſt given me, for 
thou lovedſ# me b:fore the foundation of the World. The. in- 
ſiſting upon his moſt endearing Relation co him, Fuher ; the 
manner of expreffion, 1 wil ; and the enforcing it with the 
conſideration of the everlaſting Love that he bare to him, 
ſhew how much the Heart of Chriſt was ſet upon this 
matter. The views of Chrilt, as lifted up on the Cros, 
have been unſpeakably refreſhing to them here below ; 
How much more will the views of-him be fo upon the 


. Throne above, where he is exalted far above a/l principality Eph. r.11, 


and power, and might and dominion, and every name that is ** 
named not only in this world, but in tht which is to come, all 
things being put under his feet ? It cannot but be fo,  con- 
ſidering how fit and reaſonable a conſtitution this is, how 
honourable to him, that *ris his reward for what he en- 
| dured on their account, and that of the reſt of their Bre» 
thren ; that he is now 1in a condition to vindicate his own 
Honour againſt all thoſe whom they formerly ſaw to the 
great grief of their Souls reproaching, deſpiling, hating 
and oppoſing of him ; that he is able to ſave his whole 
Church, and fulfil all rhe promiſes made unto her. He is in 


luch Circumſtances that he can give — life to all that John ry, 
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Eph. 1.22, 
23, 


Rom, 6. 


the Father gave him, for he hath @ power over all Fleſh given 


him to that end. ' And he #s head over ull things unto his 
Church, which is his body, the fulneſs of him that filleth all 
#1 all. . | 


6. His entire Faithfulneſs and Devotedneſs to his Fa- 
ther. How amiable a ſight is an eminent Saint on Earth, 
on whom the Divine Image is ſtamp'd, the whole tegor 
of whoſe life ſhews the ſincerity of his aims for God, and 
the purity of his affeCtions to him ? Such a one is a very 
valuable thing, like a ſmall but exa& Medal of a great 
Kiog ; and 'tis Pity there ſhould be the ſame retſon to en- 
hance the worth of the one as of the other, the great ſcar- 
city of them. And yet there's no ſuch perſon to be found 
on Earth but hath his Blemiſhes, and ſometimes takes a 
wrong Step or two ; as the moſt exatt compals'in ſome 
_ hath its Variations. What then will it be to be-. 

old our Lord Jeſus, the brighteſt and moſt perfet Ex- 
emplar of Fidelity to, and Zeal for his Father's Intereſt and 
Honour ! For he not only leads a life of Glory above, but 
a life of Service to0 : In that he liveth, he liveth unto God, 
Both as Prieſt and King he faithfully manageth all things 
with due ReſpeAs to his Father's Will and Glory, and 
goes on continually beating down every perſon wy thing 
that exalt themſelves againſt him, till all being broughe 
into an entire ſubjeAtion to him, the Kingdom be refign'd 
up into, his Father's Hands. 

7 The excellent State of all that are preſent with him, 
Angels and departed Saints. For in the fame Firmament 
where the Sun is, theſe Stars are fixed and ſhine with a 
diſtint Glory. His Government ts acceptable, and all his 
Subjefts eaſy and orderly ; noble and holy, numerous 
and inexpreſſibly happy. The place. where they afe, as 


#Pet.1.17. St, Peter ſtyles it, The moſt excellent Glory, Who can tell 


what noble Creatures the good Angels are, or how m 
| Myria 
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| Myriads of them there be? Or give us a clezr Comment 
on St. Paul's words, where he makes a diſtiation between 
1 principalities and powers, and thrones and dominicns ? Whi- Coloſ. r. 
ther ſome of them are ſubordinated to others is not ſo clear. 5: 
But ſure we are they are all ſubjefed to Chriſt,. and there 
is not the leaſt ſhadow of Confuſion or Diſorder among 
them : The Spirits of juſt Men there are perfeR, and their 
J number daily encreaſing : None there hath ſo much as a 
Thora in his Foot, a, Cloud on his Face, a Tear in his. 
t Eye, or a Spot on his Soul. There's neither Pride nor 
0 Envy, Jealouſy nor Strife, Weakneſs or Fally, to render 
them uneaſy to themſelves or each other ; they are like 
4 flaming Tapers in a Branch of burniſhed Gold, which fo 
mingle their ſeveral Lights, that at a diſtance they ſeen to 
be but one, though indeed they are many. They live in 
.. | glorious Light, entire Love, and perfett Harmony, and 
4 Fich a fulneſs of Joy, that there is no room for any or- 
row to creep in among them. Now if the Queen of Sh, 
when ſhe ſaw the Glory and Wiſdom of Solomon, the 
1 Statelineſs and Magnificence *of his Buildings, and the 
' | Riches, Beauty, and Order of his Court, was wrapt up 


- into ſuch an Admiration of him, and ſaid, Heppy are theſe 1King 10. 
thy ſervants which ſtand continually before thee :- Who can 7'*: 

S | imagine the Extaſics of a holy Soul when broughe into the 
4 | preſence of Chriſt, the Glory of whoſe Court and Govern- 
ment doth more exceed his, than the place where Chriſt is 
is higher than that Throne on which S/omon fate. 

8. The univerſal Azoration given to Chriſt by all the 
Hoſt of Heaven. They all ſay, with a /oud voice, Worthy rev.s.11, 
# the Lamb that was ſluin, to receive power, and riches, and wiſe 13+ 
dom, and ſtrength, and honour and glory, and b{e{ſing. And 
they aQtually give him what they acknowledge him to be 
ſo worthy of ; for they add b/eizg, and honour, and glory,, 
«nd power be unto him that ſitteth _ the throne, and unto 

2 the 
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the Lamb for ever and ever. O the pleaſant melodious 
found of this Song: ( ſung by ſo many ſweet Voices in the 
heavenly Choir ) to a holy Soul that ſees ſo much of, Excel. 
lency and Glory in Chriſt, and is ſo ſenſible of the ſtraitgefs 
of his own narrow Spirit, that he unfeignedly wiſhes that 
wherever there is a Heart, he had a Throne, and is daily 
grieved here below to behold him fo deſpiſed and rejefted 
of Men, that know neither him nor their own Mercies ! 


So much for that ſecond Conſideration. The State that 
Chriſt is in, and what ſhall be manifeſted concerning him 
above. To this I muſt add, 

3. The Circumſtances which holy Men themſelves ſhall be 
in when preſent with hin. 


And here conſider 1. what lies in the Text, viz. The be- 
ing abſent from the body, i. e. the preſent one. Not that 
it can be the happineſs of. a Soul to be eternally unclothed 
of any body at all, and commence a purely naked Spiric;. nor 
the matter of a regular deſire. Departed Spirits retain an 
inclination to their old Co/legue, and the being reunited to. 
it when'tis ſo much improved, as it ſhall be at the laſt day, 
will be an additional bliſs ro what they now enjoy. - But 
yet a removal from this Body -4s wow it s ,- where the 
bright givord is ſo much impaired by the ruſty Sheath 
whereih *tis lodged, may juſtly be eſteemed no ſmall. ad- 
vantage. For what vile things are theſe Bodies of ours at 
preſent ? 'Tis an-humbling deſcription | 9" of us-while 

Job 4.19. WE are in this World, that we. dwell in houſes of clay whoſe 

Ch. 17,14: foundation # in the diſt : that corruption i our father, aud the 
worm our mother and our ſiſter 3 and thele unnatural Parents 
will ere long devour their Children. How many inconve- 
niences and evils are we ſubje& to while we are lodged in. 
theſe ſorry Tenements ?' Sleep, which is the reſt of our. 


Nature,” 


+ 
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Nature,: is the Image of Death:, and interrupts our moſt 
noble Thoughts and Deſigns. *Tis to life, like long and 
frequently returning Parentheſes in an Author, that-/u/pend 
his ſenſe , and mar the beauty of his Stile. The ſeveral 
Creatures that we live upon, revenge themſelves upon us ; 
for much of our precious time is eaten up while we feed up- 
on them. And he that never found any ones Table to be a 
ſnare to him, is a perfett Man indeed. -"Recreations, tho in- 
nocent and neceſſary, are a great Diverſion from the main 
buſineſs of Life, and hinder the Rational and Divine Ex- 
ercile arid Improvement of the Faculties of our Souls. 
How doth the providing: Accommodations for theſe Bo- 
dies of ours engroſs our Thoughts, take off the edge and 
vigour of our AﬀeCtions from heavenly things, ſteal away 
our hearts from God, and the one. thing neceſſary, and 
fill us with pale Fears and perplexing. Cares, ſo that we 
negle.our Duty,or perform it with abundance of coldneſs, 
and a world of diſtrattion? How much guilt do we contra? 
How many follies are we betrayed into out of an inordinate 
love of bodily Pleaſure, and a linful fear of bodily Pains ? 

, How many Sins are Men ſtrongly inclined to by their 
Conſtitution and Completion? We need to make but 
one viſit to a melancholy Perſon, and we ſhall preſently 
ſee what a fatal Enemy* Bodily-Temper is -to a Life' of 


Grace and Peace ?4How often doth Sin enter in at our Ears; 


and our Eyes? The Chriſtian hath far more reaſon to com- 
m_ of being deceived by his Senſes , than the Philoſopher 
ath? How frequently do bodily Paſſions darken - our 
Minds, and cloud our Judgments, and involve us in PraQti- 
cal as well as Speculative Errors? And the weaknels and 
diſorders of the Fleſh cramp the forward motions of a wil-. 
ling Spirit ?. 
What a multitude of tormenting Diſeaſes are they 
ſubjsQ to, which ſhatter our. Underſtandings , _ 
OWN. 
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'"Cant.2. 5. 


Cant. 3.1, 


— 


down our Spirits to a continual Meditation on our Miſery ; 


-are an ObſtruQion tq the preſent performance of Duty , 


as well as a Chaſtiſment for our former negles; and ex- 
poſe-us to ſtrong Temptations to impatience and fretting 
againſt Gods, jealouſies and hard thoughts of him. How 
many cruel methods of Cure are we forced to ſubmit to ? 
How many Potions do we ſometimes ſwallow down , 
which are fo very nauſeous, that they would make a man 
Sick, if they did not find him ſo? And when the Tem- 


-peſt is over, how much time and pains doth it coſt us to 
Hop the Leaks, and piece up the ruins of the poor wea- 
ther-beaten Veſſel? AN which too is but the rigging it our 


for a new Storm that will ariſe again in a few days. For 


-the Sun doth not more certainly and more conſtantly run 


through the ſame Signs, than many paſs through the ſame 
Diſeaſes. And they who happily eſcape ſuch Calamities 
as theſe, ſhall have the rough Wind often blowing upon 
them from ſome other Corner, in this open State where we 


-are ſo much + p_ every moment: 
| 


*Tis no ſmall part of the Happineſs of departed Saints, 
that they are ablent from ſ#ch a Body as this is, which 


yet they know ſhall be reſtored to them with fo grear ad- 


vantage at the laſt day. ; 

2. Conſider the happineſs of their S:a!s. They ſhall-be 
perfectly conform*d to God's Image, arid ſatisfied with his 
Likeneſs. They ſhall never any more groan as now they 
do, Wretched Creature that I am, who have ſo much of 
Corruption, and ſo little of Chriſt in me! In this World 
ſometimes they are /ick of /ove to him, but have 'oftner 
reaſon to be ſo for want of it. There they ſhall love him 
as they would, which they never could do before. The 
fhall have no chilneſs on their Spirits, no coldneſs 


'on their Hearts. Never more fhall that doleful cry be | 
heard, We ſought him whom onr ſouls loved, but we found 


him 
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him not. Now they have a fmall glimpſe of him in an 
Ordinance, as a Man of a Star through a plaſs held in a 
ſhaking and trembling hand , which he' juſt ſees and 
loſes. Now a Cloud 1s often drawn between him and 
them, but then they ſhall with a ſteady Eye always be- 
hold his pleaſed and glorious Face. They fup with him 
now, wt how ſweet, but oh how ſhort is the Banquet !' 
But then they. ſhall always eat and drink with him at his 
Table, fit with him on his Throne, as he fat down on his 
Father's Throne ; ſhall be Heirs together with him, and 
have a Kingdom appointed to each of them, as his Fa- 
ther hath appointed one for.him. By ſuch earthly Ex« 
effions , becauſe we are not capable of. underſtanding. 
realy Language, doth the Scripture ſhadow forth to 
us their moſt intimate and delightful Converſe and Com- 
munion with him ; and how 1a their reſpeQtive Meaſures 
and Degrees they ſhall be partakers together with. him 
of ſuch Bliſs and Glory , as eye hath not ſeen, nor ear 
heard , mor can it enter into our hearts to conceive, Now 
all theſe things being laid-together, no wonder that ho- 
ly Souls are willing to be preſent with the Loxd, One would: 
think that all the true Lovers of Chriſt ſhould ſay, not 
as his Diſciples, Le us go away and die with him , but let John 12. 
us go away and live, and be.for ever with him. And fo '6. 
they would , but that there's a Lion in the way j Death 
is the paſſage to him. They muſt-be abſent from the Body, 
before they can get to him, a thing that few have a hearr 
to deſire, tho our Apotftle and his Brethren did ſo. Which 
brings me to the : - 


 * TI Point. *7is poſſible for a holy Perſon to be willing to dye, 1 4-- 
ther than live any longer, that he may be with Chriſt in Heaven, 
| _ I ſhall endeavour to open this 1a theſe following Pro- 


poſitions, 
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Colol. 3. 


John 12. 
26. 


r. All fincere- Chriſtians are willing 10 be - with Chrif 


above.' For they . profeſs themſelyes to be Pilgrims: and 


Strangers on-the Earth, and declare plainly by the Tenor 
of their ' Lives, that they ſeek another Country. Their 
Converſations and their Hearts are. in Heaven, they have 
ſer their AﬀeQions upon , and ſeck after the things' chat 
are above, where Chriſt fitrerh at the right. hand of God. 


"They love him more than life ir ſelf, and can't bear the 
thoughts of being eternally at fo great a diſtance from 


him. They have been drawn to him by that promiſe 
among others, Where I am, my ſervant alſo ſhall be 3. the 


fulfilling of ir therefore cannot but be grateful to them, * |. 


*Fis the main buſineſs of their Lives to prepare for an eter- 


[nal Abode with, him, and Miniftration before him'ia the 


holieſt of all. This is what they have in their eye, -as the 
great end of their attendance. on him in his Ordinances, 
And is it poſſible for, them to be unwilling to enjoy whge 
theyare continually providing for ? They hope for Heaven, 
and that cannot be without deſiring to be there, that the 
may have the neareſt ConjunQtion with him, andthe fulleſt 
Enjoyment of hiry. | 


2. All holy Souls are willing i» the gewera/ to dye ſome 


time or other, that they may be with-him. This follows 


from the foregoing particular. They know there is no 
other way but being abſent from the Body to get to him. 
This therefore doth ſo far reconcile them. to Dea , thar 


' they had' rather o» the whole fubmit to,its. Rroke,, than 


to an eternal diftance from him whom their Soul loveth. 


They fear the King of Terrors indeed, but they. fear and. 


abhor an everlaſting Separation from Chriſt a great degl 
more. Tho'when it comes to the Point, many of them 
are afraid to dye, and ready to contradi 
they would not for all this World, and the Glory of it 
live always, if they might, in their preſent.State... Ahd 
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Sg? What-have you 11n- this. Worl Yemen of of | 
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Ls x. : 


; | where he had a large opportunity for Service, and his'La= 


| | bours were crown 
| moſt of the old Diſciples that were wont to fit under his 
| Miniſtry are dead, yer his Name and Memory ſtitl /zves, 
[and is'very precious thereto this day. * 


| 


b 


| but they are with-Chrift, where 


| dence whereby he gained upon him. 


tho he was like a Box of ſweet Perfume, that ſheds abroad 
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{he was not confined to it, and 'twas pity he ſhould. He 


ke 
I i#4ire-Chappe! Church, where multitudes flocked after him 


w that degree,” that many w_— to hang about the ve-- 


-.4. Let not furviving Friends \r09' mach rgret and bewail 
tht Death 'of their Holy Relatives. They are gone from us, 
they were -and are wil- 


ling to be. 


And this I'doubt not is the Caſe of your'late Reverend 
deceaſed Paſtor, Mr. Richard Mayo. 

'He was a Man of ſincere Godlineſs. 

A worthy Perfon, ſufficieatly known in this City for-w. 5g 
his great Skill and Pains in training up of Youth, w.s #. 
the happy Inſtrument- which Providence made uſe of for 
the firit awakening and enclining him to look out after 
God. | have often rd him ſpeak with great chankfulneſs 
both to God and him, of that mixture of Love and Pru- 


God having-engraven a Divine Image upon his Heart, 
uſed him as a Sea/ to impreſs the ſame upon many others. 
For upon this he ſoon. entred {tho Young) upon the Sacred 
Work of the Miniſtry. | X 


I ſhall nor follow: him into all the places of his Abode, * 
a:fragrant Smell whitherſoever 'tis carried and open'd. It 
ſhall ſuffice to take notice of one or two only. 

He was fixed for many years at K;ne ſton np2y Thames, 


with an an{werable Succeſs. And tho 


' But tho that was the place of his ſtated Reſidence, . yet 


up for ſeveral Years, a weekly LeQture in London ar 


ry 


a . 0” 
: 4 ** try, © 4 


x Cor. 9. 


might bur have the advantage of hearing him ; ſo that the 
do dne! as well as'filed ce And Teei the Mulrucude, 2 


very day. * ; 1 , 
At length came that Black dzy, wherein ſo many hundredlp, 
faithful and excellent Miniſters of Chriſt were cjetted ; andy 
he among the reft. Bur. yet they could not wholly filencel, 
him, becauſe he remembred, that it was written , Wo bt 
unto me, if I Preach not the Gofpes I paſs over all the fol, 
lowing time, whichhe with the reſt of his Brethren ſpen 
with a great variety of interchangeable Providences till þ 
came tobe fixed with you. - 
You know his preaching among you to have been ſolid 
weighty, and ſubſtantial, apt at once to inſtruct and move.j; 
For the matter of it, it was things of the greateſt importaac 
Chriſt crucified, the neceſſity of an Intereft in him, Con 
formity and Obedience to him ; imputed Righteouſneſs andþ, 
inherent too, not putting one into the room, or exalting ithh 


to the' Prejudice of the other, both being neceſſary in tht 


proper places, and to diſtin ends, which he knew well how 
to afſign, and warm:y to preſs. Three great Excellencies 1 y 
his- Preaching I have often obſerved, that it was methadiÞy 

cal, clear, and genuinely derived from his Text, - like: ripef . 
and fair fruit that drops from the Bough whereon it »aturalyhy 

ew. I had rather that your Lives than my Tongue 

or Pen, ſhould ſhew how ſucceſsful his Labours have beenf | 
among you 3 acl thave had the opportunity. of knowingh, 
that here he hath been:far from labouring iq vain ; tho zuk 

" _ $5 can'ty- 
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can't be preſumed, but that he hath done a great deal more 
Ipood than ever came to my knowledge, or even to his own, 
AY while he was here below, - ® BL 
As for his great inſight into Divinity, both Polemical and 
PraQtical, his Learning and Ingenuity, you may have a taſt 
Jof all theſe if you peruſe what he himſelf hath publiſhr ; a 
Catalogue of which you will find annexed to the end of this 
Diſcourſe. And indeed Men's own Books are far better Pj- 
thilZ,res of the Authors, than any of thoſe which their Friends 
Jare ſometimes pleaſed co ſet before them. We may in theſe 
redpoints' more fully and exaRtly diſcern what manner of Men 
Ithey are, by what they themſelves have written, than by 
OcGny R Gracias that another can make of them. The 


? #A Underſtanding Reader may become more lo, by a diligent 
fobkonſulting of what he hath printed ; and then will have 
enteaſon to-thank me, tho I only-do the Office of 2 hand in 
Whbe Margent, point out to him thoſe remarkable things that 
'. . Heſerve n very attentive peruſal. 
lid Beſides all this, he had ſome other moſt valuable Qua- 
VElifications ; ſuch as a great love for Peace and Union. This 
we unweariedly purſued with a godly Zeal in deſpight of 
Mall Diſcouragements ; a thing that all wiſe and good Men 
indban't but wiſh to ſee effeRed for the Glory of God, and 
B "She publick Welfare. For Animoſities and Diviſions, fla- 
Titning Anger and Paſſion in the Boſoms of Brethren one 
| inſt another, will naturally produce as many terrible 
S NE , as blazing Comets in the Heavens are generally 
difhought to preſage. 
Pet. Add to all this his great Sincerity, and an excellent 
allyweetn:fs of a natural Temper.that ran through his whole 
SYCKonverſe, like a Golden Thread through a Garment. 
cell With ſuch a one you may be ſure that I could not but lead 
Wah very happy and comfortable Life. We drew in the ſame 


q ” 


loke, and the ſame Way, though indeed on my fide with 
Tis | E 2 "3s. 


a vaſtly 
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a vaſiy unequal ſtrength. He treated 'me'\ with the ſame 
gencleneſsand kindne(s:as the r/ght hand doth the /eft. TH 
pleaſure of a art. "ph LifeAind the [urcefs of his Labauri © 
greatly depend onthis 5 the contrary will weaten his Flands, and] 
is enough to break bis very Heart. Where two are joyned toge\ 
#her to ſerve their .common Lord ip one place, though matter 
 ſbould not come to an open Breacn and Quartet, yet if there be by 
4 ſhineſs, 'or a ſecret diſpleaſure againſt each other tainting theit 
Spirits ; or if there be but oblique Refledions,' \tis like the twl -: 
Eyes in a Mars Head turned ſeveral ways and looking ill-fal. 
wourealy on each other, a very unpleaſant and; uncomely. thing 
and very ot judicial to the Body which they: are to: ſerve: B 
God be thanked- it was not.ſo with-us. - We havelived an 
laboured together among you for about the ſpace of eight 
Years, and matters have been carried with the ſame endear]. 
ing AﬀeQiion on his parr, and the ſame reverential Reſpes 
on mine, . as are wont to be. between @ Farher and a'Son'$ - 
which haves been ſo far from, decaying, that they -we 
daily on the growing band : Like the Foynes of the Bod 
the longer we grew, the more firmly we were kair toge 
ther ; of which he gave me very ampleProofs, particular{ 
* 1y throughout his late Sickneſs, which put a period to hiſ - 
Days about the 65th Year of his Age. | 4 
His make and the ſtrength of his Conſtitution, and his un. - 
' Interrupted ſtate of Health for ſo many Years (which madg 
his Life like a ſtrong Thread drawa out to a great length} + 
without any Kors) promiſed. a much longer continuanch * 
here. And cquld the Skill of his Eminent Phyſicians, wh 
were alfo his cordial Friends, have efteQed it, we had ye 
enjoyed him, But experience ſhews us, that neither then - 
*tural Strength of the Place, nor all the contrivances of. thi 
moft-excellent Aztiſts, are able to keep a Caſtle fron beinfs © 
taken, which is Rrongly beſieged by a numerous and. pote: 


Excmy, and furipuſly battered by a great graigof ArtillerÞ 
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amqg © He was attack'd by a great variety of Diftempers ; and 

Thy white endeavours were uſing to diſmount one Battery, 
wry "another as ſtrong and threatniog was raiſed; and then 
an no wonder the -Fortrels was ſo ſpeedily taken, even tho 
togel the Gariſon had not been weakned by any foregoing Siege. 
ers But there was no Diſtemper in his Mind, tho fo many in 
* 6a his Body ; his Soul was in health and at eaſe. Through- 
vein out the whole-of his Sickneſs of ſix Weeks continuance , 
tw - :all-was clear-betweeg- God and him, His end was like 
faq. "the Lizht of the Evening when the Sun ſetteth', an Even- 2 Sam. 23. 
ing} ing without any Clouds, He ſaid to my ſelf, when I en- + 

Bug quired of him, conceroing that matter, 7 have not indeed J 
ang thoſe raptares of Foy which ſome have felt, ( tho yet, he ad- Bs 
gig ded, bleſſed be God, I have ſometimes taſted of them too) but _ 
earl. T7 have «comfortable well-grounded hope of Eternal Life. Ano- 

x0 ther time; 1 have had my Infirmities and Failings j- but my 

$ Heart hath been right with God as to the main, and 1 look for 
erg "the Mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chrift to Eternal Life, Again, 
. "avother time, 1 know that I have paſſed from Death to Life. 
'And again, Bleſſed be God for our Lord Feſus Chriſt who 
yy hbith delivered me from therwrath-to come. In the prefence 
-- of others thet ſtood by him, when the ſudden Blaſt was 4 
4 To flrong as almoſt ro | pay our the Lamp of Life, expeCt- «1 
unf. 10 t& Te in a very few moments, he ſaid in the words | 
IC the P/almiſt, Tnto thy hands I commit #»y Spirit ; thou 
th Shaft redeemed me, O Lord God of truth ; and this was utrer'd 
cy by. him-with a more than ordinary chearfulnelſs viſibly 
Dy ſpread on his Face. He would often ſay in his Sicknels, 
yo} If God hath any pleaſure in me, and any more work for me to do, _ . 

4 - he will raiſe mit up ;, but if not, lo, here am I, ket him do with , 
bir ſervant nhat feemeth hirh good. at 
- In ſhort, 'I could neither Crve my ſelf, nor learn from, 
+ - thoſe. thar were conſtantly about him (who muſt know this | 4 

matter better than any others, and -would, not /e Fn Gi) 
* x . 110,M1e } 
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& _ _ himſelf) chat he had the /esff. Darkneſs upon. his ſpirit as 
BY” " to his preſent and-future. State from the beginning of his 
| Sickneſs, till he, gave -up- the Ghoſt, which he did the 
laſt Lords-day about five in the Morning, .the time when 
he was wont to. ariſe and prepare himſelf for his Sacred 
Work. Thea did he enter upon his Everlaſting Sabbath, 
to the very great loſs of his own Family, of this Society 
in particular, and indeed of the Church of God, and In- 
tereſt of Chriſt in general among us. To our great loſs, 
| but his own gain ; and therefare weep not as thole that are 
k. without hope or comfort. For he is entred into the Joy of 
WM his Lord ; be is gone within the Vail, and hath lefe the | s, 
"= mon weeping'without,to whom he ſhall never return, For | 4 
the Eye that ſaw him in this place with ſo much delight, 
| {ball fee him here no more; the- Ear that ſo often heard 
J him with pleaſure, ſhall hear his Voice no more. Cl 
Eo But tho the Sower be dead, let not the Seed be la, Let | þ, 
. -* me beſpeak you inthe words of the Apoſtle, Remember him | c;1 
-".6 '3* that had the rule over you, Who 1o often ſpake to you the 

word of God , whoſe faith foflow , conſidering the end of his 


—_ 


hy, 


converſation, For his END was PEACE. de 
' The God of all Grate enable us to prepare to. follow, that 

when our turn ſhall come, we may alſo go to the great Shepherd | 

of the Sheep , even that Feſas who hath loved us, and maſbt | T' 


: ws from our Sifis in his own Blood, and may be for ever withhim | fre 
ſinging Hullelujahs to God, and to the Lamb that futteth upon 
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»>BOORKS, &c. | publiſhed by the late Reverend 
$i Mr. Richard Mayo. | * 


tn, What courſe may a Chriſtian take to have his 
heart quickned andrenlarged in the the Duty of Secret Prayer ? 


A Sermon -ſhewing, That he Paprſt# dangerouſly corrupt 
Holy Worſhip by their ſinful Prayers to Saints and Angels. 
2 | In the Morning Exercile againſt Popery. | | 
f A Sermon-ſhewing, What we muſt do to prevent and cure 
Spiritual Pride. In the Continuation of the- PraQtical 
Morning Exerciſe. Vol: 3. 


ww ww 6 Oo * 


| Gr ; or a Plain Anſwer to this Praftical 
Que 


— 


* A Sermon ſhewing, Frow what Fear of Death are the 
Children of God delivered by Chriff, and by what means doth 
© | he deliver them from it. Tn the Caſuiltical Morning Exer+ 
; ciſes. Vol. 4» | | 
F 


The Life and Death of Dr. Staunton. To which is ad- 
ded the DoQtor's Treatiſe of Chriftian Conference. Andhis 
Dialogue betwint a Miniſter and a Stranger. 


Two Conferences. . One berwixt a Papiſt and a Jew. 
The other berwixt a Proteſtant and a Jew. In Two Letters 
= Merchant in Loedos to his Correſpondent in” 4u+ 

er . 
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A Letter from Leghorn. 


A Comment on the Epiſtle to the Romans. In the Se- 
cond Volume of Mr. Poo/'s Engliſh Annotations. 


| | The Cauſe and Cure of Strife and Diviſions. 
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Thret Legs in the Poultrey. 


A: Sermon Preached before the Right” Honourable Sir Fel Shorter, Lord 
" Mayor of - Loxdon. By Nath. Taylor. 

. A Sermon of the Inſtrumentality of Faith. . And a Sermon upon the Reſur- 
| reQion. "Both by s Croſs, M. A. 

- "A Sermon af the Funeral of Dr. Jeremiah Butt. By £d. Vaal. 

Infant Baptiſm God's Ordinance. By Michael Harriſon. 

A Semen.ge the Panera of Mrs. Lobb late Wife of Mr. Stephen Lobb. by $4 
muel Slater. . 
' \'God the Guide of Youth. A Sermon Preached by T. Cruſe. 

InſtruQtions about Heart-Work, what is robe done on God's part and ours, for 
the cure and keeping the Heart, &'c. By that Eminene Goſpel Miniſter Mr. Ri- 
chard Allyn. With a Pref.ce by Dr. ez.. The 2d Edition. 

a. Evidence of Things nor ſeen : Or divers Spiritual and Philoſophical = 
| the ſtate of Holy Men after Death. By that 

_—y Divine ie ae 255, chore Tranſlated out of the French Tongue by a Mi 
niſter of the Church of England 

A Diſcourſe of Chriſtian Religion i in ſundry points, Preached at the Mer- 
chants Lefture. By The. Cole, 

A Diſcourſe concerning trouble of Mind and the diſcaſe of Melancholy, i in 
| three Parts ; written for the uſe of ſuch as ate or have been exerciſed by the 
By Tim. Rogers, M. A. who was long afflitted with both. To which is 
| added ſome Letters from ſeveral Divines, relating to the ſame 
Love to Chriſt neceffary for all to eſcape the Curſe at his coming. By 7h. 


; Mn Eendatn of the Aﬀſemblies Shorter Catechiſm, with Praftical Inferences 
| ORs aaeſioe. By John Flavell late Miniſter of the Goſpel at Dartmouth 


wo, A Diſcourſe of ſecret Prayer, firſt Preached and now Pabliſhed at the requeſt 
that heard it. By Samuel Slater Miniſter of the Goſpel. 


future State ; or a Diſconrſe a ſgme diſplay of the Souls 
a oof x ph pi ro that eternally DR eternal in 
the conſequences of ir, which is among the bleſſed in — 
- + pn Gentleman, OE —_ IENSY 'of the Church of 
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